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Nocturne (1994)                                Kaija Saariaho

Nimbus Violin (2022)                    Rand Steiger
   

Longing (2021)                  Rand Steiger

Frises (2011)            Kaija Saariaho



A “visionary and tremendously talented artist” (Sequenza21), Miranda Cuckson 
is a highly sought-after performer, delighting audiences with her performances of 
music ranging from older eras to the most current creations. Known for her organic 
communicative ease, dexterity, love for music, and insight both specific and contextual, 
she is active as a soloist and collaborator, violinist and violist.

She performs at venues large and small, halls and informal spaces. As soloist, these 
have included the Berlin Philharmonie, Suntory Hall, Casa da Musica Porto, Teatro 
Colón, Palacio de Bellas Artes in Mexico City, Guggenheim and Cleveland Museums, 

Strathmore, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra’s Liquid Music, and the Ojai, Wien Modern, TimeSpans, Frequency, 
Bard, Marlboro, Portland, Music Mountain, West Cork, SinusTon, LeGuessWho and Soundsofmusic festivals. 
Miranda made her Carnegie Hall debut playing Piston’s Concerto No. 1 with the American Symphony Orchestra, 
and recently premiered concertos by Georg Friedrich Haas and Marcela Rodriguez. She will play the Haas 
concerto at the 2022 Grafenegg festival in Austria. 

In addition to working with many emerging artists, she has worked closely with many great composers of the 
20th-21st centuries, including Dutilleux, Carter, Adès, Sciarrino, Glass, Adams, Crumb, Saariaho, Davidovsky, 
Ran, Boulez, and Murail. Composers who have written works for her include Jason Eckardt, Reiko Füting, 
Michael Hersch, George Lewis, Wang Lu, Jeffrey Mumford, Aida Shirazi, Steve Lehman, and Harold Meltzer. She 
is a member of the interdisciplinary collective AMOC, and founder of music non-profit Nunc.

Her acclaimed discography includes the Ligeti, Korngold and Ponce concertos; American composers Finney, 
Shapey, Martino, Sessions, Carter, Glass, Hersch, and Weesner; her ECM Records album of Bartók, Schnittke 
and Lutoslawski; Melting the Darkness, an album of microtonal and electronics works; and Luigi Nono’s La 
lontananza nostalgica utopica futura, named a Best Recording of 2012 by the New York Times. 

She teaches at the Mannes School of Music/New School University, both college and prep. She studied at The 
Juilliard School, starting in pre-college through earning her doctorate, and she won Juilliard’s Presser Award.

Rand Steiger’s music has been commissioned and performed by many distinguished 
soloists and ensembles and has been presented in concert halls and at festivals 
internationally. Throughout his career, Steiger has been involved in computer music 
research, having held three residencies at IRCAM, and enjoying a long fruitful 
collaboration with leading computer music researcher Miller Puckette. He was 
Composer-in-Residence at the California Institute for Telecommunications and 
Information Technology from 2010 to 2013.

Many of Steiger’s works combine orchestral instruments with real-time digital audio 
signal processing. They also propose a hybrid approach to just and equal-tempered tuning, exploring the delicate 
perceptual cusp between a harmony and a timbre that occurs when tones are precisely tuned. Some examples 
of works deploying these techniques include: Ecosphere, developed during residencies at Ircam and premiered 
by the Ensemble Intercontemporain in Paris; Traversing, written for cellist Mathew Barley and premiered by 
the Southbank Sinfonia in London; Cryosphere, premiered by the American Composers Orchestra at Carnegie 
Hall, A Menacing Plume, premiered by the Talea Ensemble in New York, and the Coalescence Cycle, premiered at 
Miller Theater in New York by the International Contemporary Ensemble. More recently, a series of new works 
for string quartet were premiered by the Arditti, JACK and Flux Quartets. In 2016 he was commissioned by the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic to create an installation in collaboration with Yuval Sharon. The resulting project 
Nimbus embedded 32 loudspeakers in clouds hanging 40 feet above the atrium of the Frank Gehry designed 
Walt Disney Concert Hall playing a series of 21 compositions throughout the day for the entire 2016/17 season.



Steiger was also active as a conductor specializing in contemporary works until deciding in 2010 to concentrate 
entirely on composition. He led a series of critically acclaimed concerts with the Ensemble Sospeso in New York 
City in the early 2000’s, and with the California EAR Unit at the Los Angeles County Museum in the 1980’s and 
90’s. Among other groups he conducted were the Aspen Chamber Ensemble, La Jolla Symphony, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic New Music Group, New York New Music Ensemble, and the Nouvel Ensemble Contemporain 
(Switzerland). Among his recordings as conductor are operas by Anne LeBaron, Hilda Paredes and Anthony 
Davis, and chamber works by Elliott Carter, George Lewis, Mark Osborn, Roger Reynolds, Karlheinz 
Stockhausen, Morton Subotnick, Iannis Xenakis and Wadada Leo Smith. He has also conducted many world, 
New York and California premier performances, including works of Muhal Richard Abrams, Louis Andriessen, 
Milton Babbitt, Pierre Boulez, Henry Brant, Elliott Carter, Brian Ferneyhough, Michael Gordon, Jonathan 
Harvey, Aaron Kernis, Scott Lindroth, James Newton, Luigi Nono, Augusta Read-Thomas, Roger Reynolds, 
Terry Riley, Poul Rudders, Frederick Rzewski, Kaija Saariaho, Giacinto Scelsi, Elliott Sharp, Julia Wolfe, Toru 
Takemitsu, Jon Tavener, and Erki-Sven Tuur.

His compositions and performances are recorded on the Centaur, CRI, Crystal, Einstein, Koch, Mode, New 
Albion, New Dynamic, New World, Nonesuch, Tundra, and Tzadik labels. Recent works for instruments 
and electronics are available on Ecosphere a portrait CD/DVD on EMF, A Menacing Plume, a portrait CD 
on New World Records, and two new discs about to be released on Tundra/New Focus by the International 
Contemporary Ensemble.

Steiger is a Distinguished Professor, and holder of the Conrad Prebys Presidential Chair in the Music 
Department at UC San Diego and was a 2015 Guggenheim Fellow. In 2009 he was a Visiting Professor at 
Harvard University.

Contact us for information on upcoming concerts: Music Box Office: (858) 534-3448 | music.ucsd.edu/concerts
Watch upcoming livestreams: music.ucsd.edu/live

Reserve tickets: music.ucsd.edu/tickets

This performance will be live streamed, with audio and video documentation for archival purposes, only.  
Audience members are reminded to please silence all phones and noise generating devices before the 

performance. As a matter of courtesy and copyright law, no unauthorized recording or photographing is allowed 
in the hall. UC San Diego is a non-smoking campus.
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